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Curios  and  Relics 

Desk  Supplies 


Ruler  Owned  by  Lincoln 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


March  16,  1949 


Mr.  David  H.  Jeffries 
316  Vaarperin  Street 
Loiiinville,  9,  Kentucky 

Dear  Mr,  Jeffries: 

Shis  is  to  advise  you  that  Dr.  barren. 

is  out  of  his  office  at  present  oa  a  sneaking 
itinerary  and  will  he  hack  in  about  a  week. 

Upon  his  return  I  will  bring  your  letter 
and  newspaper  clipping  to  his  attention  as  I 
know  he  will  be  eager  to  hear  from  you  and  learn 
of  the  treasure  in  your  possession. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Secretary  to  Dr.  Warren 


March  23,  19^9 


Mr.  David  H.  Jeffries 
316  Wamperin  Street 
Louisville  9,  Kentucky 

Dear  Mr,  Jeffries  s 

I  was  very  happy  Indeed  to  hear  from  you  end 
do  remember  very  well  Jerry  Jeffries  of  ladgenvilXe . 

With  respect  to  the  ruler  it  la  rather  diffi- 
cult to  fit  it  into  the  Lincoln  story  as  the  Lincoln's 
left  Kentucky  for  Indiana  In  1816  and  are  not  known  to 
have  resided  in  Kentucky  thereafter.    If  the  rule  bears 
the  date  1622  put  on  by  the  same  hand  that  put  on  the 
initials  it  is  difficult  to  leera  how  it  may  have  come 
back  to  Kentucky  aa  it  must  have  been  put  on  In  Indiana. 

Possibly  some  time  when  I  am  visiting  In  Ken- 
tucky I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  calling  on  you  and 
seeing  the  rule. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWsJM 

L. A  .Warren 


Director 


COPY  Route  2  Box  446-B 

Springfield,  Oregon 
Illinois  State  Historical  Library  November  10,  1957 

Springfield,  Illinois. 

Gentlemen: 

T.Ye  have  had  in  our  family  more  than  90  years  a  relic,  which  was 
the  personal  property  of  President  Lincoln.     It  is  a  14-inch  brass 
ruler,  which  has  a  round  back  of  either  Walnut  or  Rosewood,  I  am  not 
qualified  to  say  which,  and  it  is  engraved  with  his  initials  "AX". 
This  ruler  was  ^dquired  by  my  Grandfather  Geo.  H.  Baker,  who  was  an 
Army  man  (Capt.  Stonewall  Brigade,  Company  P  of  the  old  Va.  Cavalry) 
and  who  maintained  his  residence  in  Mineral  County,  W.  Va. ,  until  his 
death  in  1897.    After  his  death,  this  relic  was  kept  by  my  Mother 
Mary  P.  Baker,  and  following  her  death  in  1950,  it  came  into  my 
possession. 

Our  family  always  understood  Grandfather  Baker  had  a  friend  who 
was  on  President  Lincoln* 8  Whitehouse  office  staff  -  perhaps  an  Army 
man  himself  -  and  having  great  admiration  for  President  Lincoln,  was 
given  or  he  may  have  appropriated  this  ruler  along  with  one  or  two 
other  trinkets  for  remembrance,  which  he  arranged  during  the 
straightening  up  process  after  the  great  confusion  in  the  Ihitehouse 
office  the  night  of  the  assassination  or  in  the  days  immediately 
following.      Eventually,  this  ruler  was  acquired  py  my  Grandfather, 
who  was  also  an  admirer  of  this  great  man. 

We  recently  entertained  in  our  home  one  Mr.  Tom  Lincoln, 
Commercial  Artist,  residing  in  Portland,  Oregon,  a  direct  descendant 
of  President  Lincoln,  aad  after  examing  this  ruler,  remakred  on  the 
possible  great  value  of  this  historic  relic.      Shortly  thereafter, 
out  of  curiosity  mostly,  we  had  this  ruler  appraised  by  an  Antique 
Dealer  in  Portland,  Oregon,  who  displayed  great  eagerness  to  have 
it.      This  dealer  astonished  us  with  an  offer  to  bu#  it  right  off, 
and  when  we  hedged,  made  another  handsome  offer  for  one-half  interest 
in  it,  if  we  would  let  him  handle  the  negotiations  with  "certain 
parties"  in  the  East  to  sell  it,  etc. 

I  was  born  in  Cumberland,  Maryland,   but  I  have  maintained  my 
residence  in  Oregon  since  1922.     I  am  a  retired  railroad  man 
(permanent  disability)   trying  to  live  on  a  pension,  and  as  my  Wife 
and  I  are  getting  along  in  years,  we  have  decided  if  this  relic  has 
great  value,  we  should  benefit  from  it  and  not  some  outsider,  and 
we  will  most  certainly  appreciate  any  assistance  in  that  direction 
you  may  give  us.      Do  you  know  of  a  Society,  an  individual  or  group 
who  buy  such  relics  and,  if  you  do  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  pass 
this  information  along  to  them?      Or  advise  me  so  I  may  write  them 
directly. 

We  are  prepared  to  open  our  family  records  to  substantiate  the 
above  and,  if  necessary,  we  will  have  pictures  made  to  send  to  any 
interested  party.      Thank  you. 

Yours  very  truly, 


(Sgd)  John  E.  ;#h$lley. 

f /fry 


Route  2  -  Box  446-B 
Springfield,  Oregon 
December  12,  1957 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
1301  South  Harrison  St., 
Fort  Y/ayne  1,  Indiana. 

Gentlemen: 

The  copy  of  letter  attached  is  self-explanatory.  In  response 
to  this  letter,  your  name  was  suggested  as  one  possibly  interested 
in  the  purchase  of  this  historic  relic. 

The  United  States  Dept.  of  the  Interior  suggested  perhaps  we 
would  like  to  donate  this  ruler  to  their  Lincoln  Museum  collection 
and,  if  we  were  younger  or  if  we  were  blessed  with  more  means  poss- 
ibly we  would  do  just  that,  but  our  circumstances  are  such  that  we 
wish  instead  to  sell  it. 

If  there  is  any  possibility  that  you  would  be  interested  in 
obtaining  this  piece  for  your  collection,  I  would  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you.      Further,  should  any  question  arise  concerning  my 
integrity  in  connection  with  this  matter,  I  have  lived  in  this 
community  for  35  years  and  can  furnish  you  with  many  references 
to  vouch  for  my  character,  etc. 


December  23,  1957 


Mr*  John  8*  V'halley 
?oute  2  «  Box  446- B 
Springfield,  Oregon 

Dear  Mr.  "hallegr* 

I  hare  your  letter  of  December  12th  slang  with  the  mimeograohed 
copy  of  your  letter  addressed  to  the  Illinois  St.- te  Historical  Library, 
Springfield,  Illinois. 

I  have  read  your  description  of  the  brass  ruler  which  is  supposed 
to  have  been  the  property  of  Abr  ham  Lincoln.    I  am  naturally  interested 
in  this  relic  if  sufficient  proof  is  available  to  authenticate  it. 

-Another  very  important  consideration  is  price*    "liat  are  you 
asking  for  the  relic?    Before  we  can  manifest  very  much  interest  we  must 
know  what  you  are  asking  for  the  ruler* 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  again 6  I  remain 

Tours  sincerely* 


RGMtsh 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


Route  2  Box  446-B 
Springfield,  Oregon 
January  9,  1958 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director, 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  December  23,  1957  concern- 
ing the  ruler  which  was  the  personal  property  of  President 
Lincoln. 

Delay  replying  to  your  letter  has  been  due  to  illness, 
which  all  but  spoiled  the  holidays  for  me. 

You  say  the  important  consideration  is  price  and  what 
are  we  asking  for  this  relic?       To  put  a  price  tag  on  this 
piece  of  treasure  and  have  it  represent  true  value,  seems 
to  me  to  depand  largely  on  the  new  owner  -  what  it  will 
represent  in  value  to  him. 

Frankly,  we  had  hoped  to  trade  if  for  a  new  automobile, 
or  have  the  proceeds  substantially  reduce  the  $3000  mortgage 
on  our  home,  which  I  have  been  unable  to  reduce  since  my 
accident  and  retirement  in  1948,  however  I  can  tell  you  in 
all  honesty  the  best  offer  we  have  had  so  far  is  short  of 
this  desired  goal.... we  do  expect  to  hear  from  some  other 
bidders  before  we  decide  however.       We  need  all  we  can  get 
out  of  it,  however  the  commercial  aspect  is  distasteful 
considering  the  background  of  the  ruler  and  when  all  the 
offers  are  in,  we  shall  not  let  a  few  dollars  one  way  or 
the  other  decide  the  issue,  as  it  is  our  wish  to  have  the 
ruler  in  the  hands  of  those  who  will  truly  appreciate  it. 

In  conclusion,  your  offer  need  only  exceed  $1000  - 
the  best  offer  so  far. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  interest  and  with  best  wishes 
for  the  ITew  Year,  I  remain 


January  15*  1958 


Mr*  John  %  ^halley 
?.  ,  to  .-; 

Box  44S-S 

Springfield,  Oregon 

Sear  Mr.  ¥halley? 

2his  is  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  January  9  and  to 
ad  vine  you  that  R.  Gerald  McMurtry  left  the  office  last  week  on  a  two 

months'  speaking  itinerary. 

He  is  expected  to  return  here  for  a  day  or  two  the  first 
of  next  month,  at  which  time  your  letter  will  he  "brought  to  his  attention. 

Sincerely  yours. 


(Miss)  Margaret  Moellering 

MMihw 


\ 


Springfield,  Oregon. 

November  29,  1969 


Dr.  Gerald  R.  IffeMurtry, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  T:ayne,  Indiana. 

Lear  Doctor  McMurtry: 

The  United  States  Dept.  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  G. , 
provided  me  with  your  name,  in  response  to  a  letter  I  v/rote  them 
which  I  am  quoting  below: 

-  o  0  o  - 

"An  acquaintance  of  my  family,   originally  from  Maryland  and 
West  Virginia,  knowing  of  the  existence  of  a  piece  of  desk  equip- 
ment; namely,  a  14-inch  brass  ruler  with  a  round  Rosewood  back, 
engraved  with  the  initials  "AL"  which  had  been  used  in  his  office 
in  the  Whitehouse  by  President  Abraham  Lincoln,   asked  about  it*s 
present  whereabouts  and  if  we  were  aware  of  the  present  brisk 
demand  for  relice  of  this  kind,   reporting  your  organization  or 
some  of  your  supporters  would  likely  be  interested  in  acquiring  it. 

My  family  now  has  possession  of  this  ruler,   it  having  been 
handed  down  from  my  Mother,  who  received  it  from  her  I'ather,  Capt. 
George  Baker,  who  was  a  liaison  officer  in  the  army  in  Washington 
in  1865  at  the  time  of  President  Lincoln's  assassination. 

Can  you  please  offer  any  suggestion  as  to  how  we  can  go 
about  contacting  proper  persons  with  the  object  of  disposing  of 
this  apparently  valuable  relic? 

I  shall  be  70-yrs  old  my  next  birthday  and  1  nave  several 
Grandsons  wno  could  be  helped  greatly  if,  as  reported,   this  relic 
can  be  sold  profitably.      To  this  end,  I  solicit  your  help  and 
shall  greatly  appreciate  a,ny  suggestions  you  may  offer.  Thank  you." 

The  Interior  Department  letter  was  signed  by  Mr.  George  01  in, 
Chief  of  Interpretation  Services.        Dn  benalf  of  the  family  I 
shall  most  certainly  welcome  any  suggestion  you  may  have  on  the 
above. 


December  4,  1969 


Mr.  John  E.  Waalley,  Br. 

Route  3,  Box  335 
Springfield,  Oregon  97467 

Dear  Mr.  Whalley: 

I  have  your  letter  of  November  29th  relative  to  the  14  inch 
ruler  with  the  initials  A.  L. 

The  bes£  way  to  sell  this  relic  is  to  have  it  appraised.  If 
you  have  letters  of  authentication  and  affidavits  to  accom- 
pany the  ruler,  its  value  will  be  enhanced. 

After  you  determine  the  price,  you  are  asking  for  the  relic, 
you  should  submit  the  item  to  prospect  purchasers, 

I  doubt  very  much  if  any  one  will  wish  to  purchase  the  ruler 
without  a  personal  examination. 

We,  of  course,  would  be  interested;; however,  the  price  you 
ask  for  the  item  will  greatly  determine  whether  or  not  we 
would  be  a  prospective  purchaser. 

Yours  sincerely, 


RGM/cvrw 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


Springfield,  Oregon. 
January  5th,  1970 


Mr.  E.  Gerald  MoMurtry, 

Lincoln  National  Life  foundation, 

1301  South  Harrison  St., 

I ort  uayne,   Indiana  -  46801 


Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Further  in  connection  with  my  letter  of  Dec.  27th  to  you  in 
reply  to  yours  of  Dec.  18th,  concerning  the  desk  ruler  used  in 
the  Whitehouse  office  of  Presioent  Abraham  Lincoln  ana  with  par- 
ticular reference  to  your  earlier  observations  concerning  the 
Authentication,  affidavits  or  documentary  evidence  connected  with  it. 

As  a  result  of  another  inquiry  about  tne  ruler,   I  sent  tnem 
as  per  copy  next  attached,   such  documentary  evidence  as  I  have, 
which  is  more  or  less  self-explanatory  -  and  having  the  copies 
made,   I  thought  you  should  also  have  a  copy  for  your  file.     I  will 
also  quote  a  couple  paragraphs  of  my  reply  to  them: 

"My  Grandfather,  Capt.  Geo  H.  Baker  was  an  architect,  millright  and 
a  builder,  and  was  commissioned  to  plan  and  construct  the  Paper  Mill 
at  Covington,  as  well  as  an  Academy  and  several  Courthouses  about 
the  country.     Naturally,  a  ruler  was  one  of  the  working  tools  of  his 
profession  and  according  to  information  handed  down  in  my  family, 
Col.  Edward  Baker,  who  was  a  close  and  trusted  friend  of  President 
Lincoln,  obtained  this  ruler  as  a  memento  of  their  friendship,  later 
passing  it  on  to  his  Nephew  Capt.  George  H.  Baker  for  his  use  and 
safe  keeping.     My  Mother  Mollie  P.  Whalley  later  acquired  the  ruler 
and  at  her  death  it  was  passed  on  to  me. 

The  Ruler  does  bear  the  initials  "AL"  engraved  on  the  side  opposite 
the  14  numerals  and,   in  the  opinion  of  such  appraisers  as  have  seen 
it  locally,   it  is  authentic  in  brass  and  rosewood  ana  in  general 
conforms  in  style  and  design  with  desk  equipment  of  that  period.'" 

Should  these  additional  factual  offerings  generate  a  new 
interest  in  the  Lincoln  Ruler  by  your  foundation  or  a  wealtny  donor 
who  mgywant  to  assist  you  in  acquiring  it,  please  get  in  touch  wi  tn 
me.      Thank  You  again  for  your  interest.  — 


John  E.  Whalley  Sr. 
Kt-3  Box  335 

Springfield,  Oregon  97477 


itbria  Is 


Founded  Dee.  4,  1850.  Establish 
Sundoy  by  tht  Oregonian  Put 
MICHAEL  J.  FREY,  Pi! 
EDWARD  M.  MILLER,  Managing  Ed'n 
HERBERT  LUNDY,  Editor,  Editorial  P<| 


Carpetbagging,  or  politically-motivated  mi- 
gration, has  a  long  history  in  America,  honora- 
ble and  otherwise. 

One  of  Oregon's  first  U.S.  Senators,  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  JnendCohEdward^ 
invited  here^TfonrWfiome  in  eafgorma  to  be 
appointed  senator  from  Oregon.  Other  rentier* 
states  similarly  served  as  bases  for  political* 
ambitious  national  figures.  .J 

— — - -   ~ — :   ^i'ain- 

Objltiary.  iYS  of 

dk.Cth  or  capt.  geo.  n.  bake;:,  .lation 

Capt.  Geo.  IT.  Baker  died  very  sua-   

denly  at  his  liome  at  knobley.  tins 


Tr 


eoufity.  Tuessday  morning.  Nov.  30th.  , 
1897.  *  TheCaptainhaclbeeii  complain- 
ing but  a  few  days  and  was  confined  to  J 
bis  room  but  not  to  his  bed.  and  Ins  | 
sudden  and  unexpected  death  was  a 
shock  to  his  family  and  friends  every- 
where.   He  was  born  in  Knox  county, 
Ohio,  Sept.  2,  1831.  but  when  a  child 
he  came  with  his  father  to  West  *\  ir- 
ginia  to  live  and  has  since  tlieu  i>een 
a  resident  of  Mineral  county-    In  18o9  ; 
he  married  Miss  Elviua  Gibson  Lade,  ; 
who,  with  tive  children,  survive  him  ■ 
—Edward  D.,  of  Piedmont.  Frank  S;, 
Newark,  Ohio,  Mrs.  Mollie  P.  piVhah 
le*v,  ot  Cumberland.  Harry  L..  and 
Ella  Louise,  at  home,  lie  served  thro 
the  four  years  of  civil  war  in  the 
Stonewall  brigade,  and  for  bjssoidiery 
'qualities    was   commissioned  FTrsT 
Lieutenant,  and  when  his  captain  fell 
Front  Royal  Va.,  (the  lamented  t  a  pi. 
Sheetz)  ho  succeeded  him  in  command 


of  Company  P.  of  the  old  7th  Va.  Cav- 
alrv.  Capt.  Baker  was  an  honest,  up- 
right man.  a  friend  to  his  friends  and 
bad  many.  Politically  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat and  took  a  great  deal  of  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  his  party,  and  was 
well  posted  on  the  issues  of  the  day. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  his  children 
were  all  with  him  save  his  married 
daughter,  and  she  had  paid  him  a  vis- 
it a  few  d'avs  before  his  death.  His 
funeral  was  preached  at  the  house  by 
Rev.  Mitchell  and  his  body  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  burying  ground  on  the 
farm.  Thus  his  community  has  lost  a 
kind  friend  and  neighbor,  his  family 
an  affectionate  husband  and  rather, 
who  have  the  sympathy  of  all  in  their 
sad  bereavement.      ,       _  ^ 


"A*  From  the  editorial 
page  of  the  Portland 
Oregonian  -  Col.  Edward 
Baker  was  an  Uncle  of 
"B"  Capt.  Geo.  Baker, 
my  G  r  and  f  at  he  r . 

"Bu  Obituary  from  the 
0 umbe r land  Maryland 
Bvening  Times  of  Dec. 
1st  1897,   of  my  Grand- 
father Capt.   George  H. 
Baker. 


"C"  Mollie  P.  Whalley, 
Da ught e r  of  G ap t .  Geo. 

my  Mother. 


H.  Baker  and 


WILLIAM  M.YORK 
CHARLES  T.  BOYD 
A.W.  FLYNN,  JR. 
WM.  T.  RIGHTSELL,  JR. 
F RAN  K  W.  YORK 


York, Boyd  &  Flynn 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

1006  WACHOVIA  BUILDING 

GREENSBORO,  N.  C. 


October  29,  1970 


TELEPHONE  S75-SS2I 

MAIL  ADDRESS 
P.  O.  BOX  ISO 
GREENSBORO,  N.  C.  27402 


Dr.   R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
The  Lincoln  National  Life 

Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

By  letter  of  October  16,   1970,  addressed  to  Mr.  Herbert 
Collins,  Curator,  Division  of  Political  History,  Smithsonian 
Institution,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed  herewith,  we  requested 
information  concerning  a  brass  ruler  purportedly  used  by  Presi- 
dent Abraham  Lincoln  in  his  office  in  the  White  House.  Mr. 
Collins  was  unable  to  offer  any  information  in  this  regard. 

At  your  earliest  convenience,  we  would  very  much  appre- 
ciate any  information  you  might  provide  with  respect  to  the 
authenticity  of  the  ruler,  or  your  opinion  as  to  such  authen- 
ticity, based  on  the  information  provided  in  the  attached  letter 
or  whatever  information  your  records  might  reveal. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  assistance. 

Sincerely , 

YORK,   BOYD   &  FLYNN 

William  T.  Rightsell,  Jr. 

WTRJr./gmg 
Enclosure 


r  ( 


October  16,  19  70 


Mr,  Herbert  Collins,  Curator 
Division  of  Political  History  ' 
Smithsonian  Institution 
United  States  National  Museum 
Washington,  D.C.  20560 

Dear  Mr.  Collins: 

You  will  most  probably  recall  that  several  years  ago 
we  contacted  you  with  regard  to  a  sale  of  the  Donn  collection 
of  Lincolniana,  which  we  were  successful  in  selling,  and  which 
is  now  on  display  in  the  Ford  Theater,  in  Washington. 

We  now  have  in  our  possession  another  item  which  has 
been  forwarded  to  us  for  sale.     However,  we  have  had  some  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  information  which  would  attest  to  its 
authenticity.     I  do  not  know  if  you  are  familiar  with  this 
item,  or  whether  your  records  indicate  its  existence.  However, 
we  would  appreciate  your  comments  and  your  opinion  regarding 
the  authenticity  and  any  additional  assistance  you  might  offer. 

We  have  a  brass  ruler  which  purportedly  was  used  by 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  in  his  office  in  the  White  House.  x 

It  is  my  understanding  that  President  Lincoln  gave  the 
ruler  to  Colonel  Edward  Baker,  who  was  one  of  Oregon's  first 
U.  S.  Senators,  as  a  memento  of  their  friendship.     Colonel  Baker 
was  a  liaison  officer  in  Washington  in  1865  at  the  time  of  the 
assassination,  and  was  a  close  and  trusted  friend  of  Lincoln. 
Edward  Baker  then  passed  the  ruler  on  to  his  nephew,  Captain 
George  H.  Baker,  who  was  in  civilian  life  an  architect,  millright 
and  a  builder.     Upon  the  death  of  Captain  Baker  on  November  30, 
1097,  the  ruler  passed  to  Mrs.  Mollie  T.  Whalley,  of  Cumberland, 
Maryland,  and  upon  her  death,  to  the  present  owner.  v 

The  ruler  is  unusual  in  the  fact  that  it  reads  from 
right  to  left.     It  consists  of  a  cylindrical,  dowel  of  rosewood 
approximately  7/8  inch  in  diameter,  which  has  three  triangular 
spaced  indentations  on  one  end  and  a  single  small  hole  on  the 
other  end  bearing  evidence  that  it  was  turned  on  a  lathe.  The 
rosewood  dowel  contains  a  slit  the  length  of  it  into  which  is 
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inserted  a  fourteen  inch  brass  ruler  approximately  1/64  inch 
in  thickness.  The  face  of  the  ruler  is  divided  into  inches  which 
are  subdivided  into  1/8  inch  increments,  and  the  position  of 
the  numerals  varies  indicating  that  they  may  have  been  stamped 
thereon  by  hand.     In  the  middle  of  the  face,  there  is  printed, 
"PAT.  APLD  FOR",  indicating  that  application  had  been  made  for 
a  patent.     The  center  of  the  reverse  side  of  the  brass  ruler 
contains  the  initials  "AL"  engraved  or  marked  with  a  sharp 
instrument,  with  the  right  hand  slanted  portion  of  the  "A" 
being  used  also  as  the  upright  portion  of  the  "L". 

I  am  advised  that  the  Patent  Office  was  established  by 
an  Act  of  Congress  in  1790, and  that  at  the  time  of  Lincoln's 
death  there  were  probably  some  110,000  patents  issued.  I 
am  further  advised  that  the  "Patent  Applied  For"  marking  did 
not  have  legal  significance  until  after  1871.     I  am  also  told 
that  the  rosewood  and  brass  construction  is  typical  19th 
Century  manufacture  that  also  extended  up  to  the  late  1930s, 
and  that  the  ruler  in  general  conforms  in  style  and  design  with 
desk  equipment  of  the  Lincoln  period. 

.     This  is  the  only  information  I  have  available  at  this 
time,  and  I  would  very  much  appreciate  your  opinion  as  to 
authenticity,  or  if  you  are  unable  to  form  such  an  opinion, 
your  referring  me  to  someone  who  might  lend  some  assistance. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  any  information  or  help  you 
might  offer  in  this  regard. 

Sincerely, 

YORK,  BOYD  £  FLYNN 


William  T.  Rightsell,  Jr. 

WTRJr/dtc 
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November  2,  1970 


Mr.  William  T.  Rightsell ,  Jr. 
York,  Boyd  &  Flynn 
1006  'Jachovia  Building 
Greensboro,  Korth  Carolina 

Dear  Mr.  r&ghtsells 

I  have  your  letter  of  October  29th  relative  to  the 
Lincoln  ruler.    I  have  read  the  letter  you  wrote  to 
Mr.  herbert  Collins  cn  October  16th  with  interest. 

over  a  period  of  years  we  have  been  offered  several 
Lincoln  rulers  for  sale.    This  one  I  am  sure  was  of- 
fered to  us  at  the  ridiculous  price  of  $100,000.  I 
enclose  a  Xerox  copy  of  a  letter  we  received  from 
John  E.  tfhaaley.  Sr.  of  Springfield,  Oregon. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  authenticity  of  the  ruler  and 
I  have  made  it  a  general  practice  not  to  arrive  at 
any  conclusions  about  authenticity  or  vaftue  until 
I  personally  examine  the  relic. 

Yours  sincerely, 


RGM/cvrw 
Enclosure 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


WILLIAM  M.YORK 
CHARLES  T.  BOYD 
A.W.  FLYNN,  JR. 
WM.T.  RIGHTSELL, JR. 
FRANK  W.  YORK 


York,  Boyd  &  Flynn 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

1006  WACHOVIA  BUILDING 

GREENSBORO,  N.  C. 


April  27,  1971 


TELEPHONE  275-9521 

MAIL  ADDRESS 
P.  O.  BOX  IBO 
GREENSBORO,  N.  C.  27402 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Several  months  ago,   I  corresponded  with  you  with  respect 
to  our  attempts  to  sell  a  ruler  owned  by  John  E.  Whalley,  Sr.  of 
Springfield,  Oregon,  and  at  that  time  you  indicated  that  it  was 
your  practice  not  to  arrive  at  conclusions  as  to  authenticity  or 
value  without  a  personal  examination  of  the  relic. 

As  you  are  probably  aware,  two  years  ago  I  sold  the 
Donn  Collection  of  Lincolniana  on  behalf  of  a  client  and  at  that 
time  I  became  well  aware  that  authenticity  and  genuineness  are 
prime  factors  in  the  sale  of  any  piece  of  memorabilia.     Also,  I 
am  aware  that  anyone  selling  such  items  has  an  obligation  to 
attempt  to  sell  only  those  objects  which  he  believes  to  be  genuine. 

However,  as  an  attorney,   I  also  have  the  obligation  to 
fully  represent  my  client  and  exhaust  all  available  avenues  in 
determining  if  this  ruler  is  in  fact  authentic  and  of  substantial 
value. 

Therefore,   I  would  appreciate  your  indicating  to  me  if 
you  would  furnish  me  your  opinion  as  to  the  genuineness  of  this 
article  provided  that  I  am  able  to  make  it  available  to  you  for 
personal  inspection  at  your  convenience. 

We  realize  this  may  be  an  imposition  on  you.     However,  we 
would  sincerely  appreciate  any  assistance  you  might  offer. 

Sincerely , 

YORK,    BOYD   &  FLYNN 

  --, 

William  T.  Rightsell,  Jr. 


WTRJr . /gmg 


May  3,  1971 


William  T.  Rightsell 
Attorney  at  Law 
P.  0.  Box  160 
Greensboro,  N.  C.  27402 

Dear  Mr.  Rightsell: 

I  have  your  letter  of  April  27th  regarding  the  ruler  owned  by 
John  E.  Whalley,  Sr.  of  Springfield,  Oregon.    In  December  1969 
I  had  some  correspondence  with  Mr.  Uhalley  about  the  relic. 
I  recall  that  he  was  asking  $100,000  for  the  item.    The  provenance 
of  the  item  seems  to  be  acceptable  and  I  trust  that  r1r.  Whalley 
has  issued  an  affidavit  concerning  the  history  of  the  ruler. 

No  expert  on  the  subject  on  Lincolniana  can  go  beyond  the 
affidavit  in  a  quest  for  authenticity.    The  mere  fact  that  the 
initials  A.  L.  Appears  on  the  item  is  not  irrefutable  proof  that 
the  ruler  belonged  to  Abraham  Lincoln.    However,  the  fact  that 
the  initials  are  there  is  a  strong  point  in  favor  of  the  items 
authenticity. 

I  do  not  believe  that  I  could  arrive  at  any  conclusions  about 
the  ruler  by  making  a  personal  examination.    I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  relic  is  genuine  and  all  claims  made  about  it 
are  true.    However,  I  would  not  want  to  skate  emphatically 
that  the  ruler  is  an  authentic  Lincoln  item. 


Yours  truly 


RGM/nlc 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


I 


I 


